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NOVEMBER MEETING. 

The Society held its stated monthly meeting this day, 
Thursday, Nov. 10, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the President 
in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations since the last 
meeting from the Department of State of the United 
States ; the State of Ohio ; the Essex Institute ; the 
Franklin Club of Philadelphia ; the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania ; the New-England Loyal Publication 
Society ; the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and Natu- 
ral History ; Major John W. M. Appleton ; Major- 
General Nathaniel P. Banks; Hon. Charles P. Daly; 
the Rev. Daniel Dorchester; Clement H. Hill, Esq. ; the 
Hon. Calvin T. Hulburd ; Benjamin P. Johnson, Esq. ; 
James S. Loring, Esq. ; J. Hammond Trumbull, Esq. ; 
James C. Ward, Esq. ; Colonel James G. Wilson ; 
and from Messrs. Dana, Folsom, Sibley, Whitmore, and 
Winthrop, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Prof. 
Goldwin Smith, of Oxford University, acknowledging 
his election as a corresponding member. 

Count Adolfhe de Circouet, through the President, 
presented some pamphlets of his own writing, em- 
bracing one which contained a review of Kirk's Life of 
Charles the Bold, for which due acknowledgment was 
directed to be made. 

Mr. D. W. Dennison, of Philadelphia, presented to 
the Society the original commission to John Hancock, 
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as Justice of the Peace, granted by Governor Bernard, 
dated 6th June, 1765. 

The thanks of the Society were directed to be given 
to Mr. Dennison for this gift. 

A copy of the fourth edition of Curwen's Journal, 
edited by the late George A. Ward, was sent to the 
Society by the son of the editor, J. C. Ward, Esq. ; who 
said he had presented it in accordance with the known 
intention of his father. 

The President, in exhibiting the volume, took occasion 
to pay a tribute to the memory of Mr. Ward, who 
had for more than twenty years been a corresponding 
member of this Society. 

Dr. Ellis and Mr. Savage followed the President, 
and spoke in terms of great respect for the character of 
Mr. Ward. 

Mr. Savage read a letter from Lord Sandwich, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, to Captain Francis Reynolds, 
afterwards Lord Ducie. It is dated " Admiralty, Nov. 
23, 1779," and is as follows : — 

Dear Sib, — It is unnecessary for you to write to me about sta- 
tions or cruizes, because you may be assured that I have your interest 
and credit so much at heart, that every thing that I can do to favor 
you will be always uppermost in my mind, and executed without any 
solicitation on your part. 

For God's sake, get to sea instantly, in consequence of the orders 
you have received. If you can take "Paul Jones" you will be as 
high in the estimation of the public as if you had beat the combined 
fleets. The whole of this business depends on despatch : therefore 
not a moment is to be lost on any consideration. — I flatter myself, 
that, after what I have said, I need only add that I am your very 
sincere friend and faithful servant, Sandwich. 

Dr. Webb exhibited a volume entitled " The North- 
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American and West-Indian Gazetteer," &c, London, 
1778 ; from which he read extracts, showing its ludicrous 
errors in topography and history. Under the head of 
" Bristol, a County and Town in New England," it says, 
" It is the most considerable town in the country, having 
a commodious harbor, at the entrance of which lies 
Rhode Island. This town is laid out with more regular- 
ity than any in the province, and has more trade. The 
capital is remarkable for the King of Spain's having a 
palace in it, and being killed there." The Indian " King 
Philip " is here confounded by the writer with a king of 
Spain. 

Dr. Webb also exhibited another volume, entitled 
"TIANZSlOPTKTOAOriA | Sive | Panzoologico-mineral- 
ogia, | or a complet | History | of Animals and Miner- 
als | xx. By Robert Lovell, St. C. C. Oxon. | xx Oxford, 
| Printed by Henry Hall, for Jos : Godwin, 1661 | ; " 
it being the book referred to by Dr. Holmes in his 
paper on Dr. Stafford's Beceipts, read before this Society 
at the February meeting, 1862. 



DECEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held this 
day, Thursday, Dec. 8, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the Presi- 
dent, the Hon. Bobert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced by the Librarian from 
the State of Ohio; the Essex Institute; the New- 
England Loyal Publication Society ; Oberlin College ; 



